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Now, FILL IN the blanks using information from the table of contents.

	1.	Which chapter might describe how cats catch mice?                                                        

	2.	How long is chapter seven?                                                                                                 

	3.	Which chapter might tell you how many bones a tiger has?                                            

	4.	Which chapter might tell you where leopards live?                                                          

	5.	�Which pages might tell you about how to treat fleas on your cat?                                  

	6.	Which chapter might cover cats’ grooming habits?                                                          

	7.	What do you think chapter ten is about?                                                                            

		                                                                                                                                                   

	8.	What do you think you’ll find on page 65?                                                                         

 		                                                                                                                                                 

First, READ the table of contents.

	 Chapter One: Cats of every shape and size.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

	 Chapter Two: What’s under the fur?.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

	 Chapter Three: Cats all over the world.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

	 Chapter Four: On the hunt.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
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Read between the Lines

Barbecue Blues

I hate this kind of thing. I can’t believe I let Marcus talk me into it. It’s only been 
fifteen minutes, and I already have about six pounds of sand in my shoes. Plus, 
my skin burns very easily. 

“Yo, Pete!” calls Marcus. “Come on in! The waves are great.”

“No thanks,” I grumble. 

Of course, the worst thing is the food. Hot dogs, hamburgers, ribs––I can’t eat 
any of that stuff! That’s animal cruelty! When I asked if there was any tofu or 
greens, everyone looked at me funny. At least there’s corn on the cob. And I think 
the potato salad is safe.

This is so boring! I hate to get wet, so I can’t hang out with Marcus. Sure, I could 
bump a stupid ball back and forth over a net with some other kids, but why? It’s 
all so pointless!

Wait a minute! Things just got a whole lot better. There’s Christianne Kendall. 
She’s got a comic book I need for my collection. This is my chance to make her an 
offer she can’t refuse!

Blank Out!
READ this story. Now, FILL IN the blanks by reading between the lines.

	1. 	What’s the narrator’s name?                                                                                              

		  How do you know?                                                                                                                                         

		                                                                                                                                                

2. 	 What kind of food does the narrator NOT eat?                                                                 

		  How do you know?                                                                                                                                         

		                                                                                                                                                

3. 	 Where does this scene take place?                                                                                    

		  How do you know?                                                                                                                                          

		                                                                                                                                                

4. 	 What is Marcus doing?                                                                                                       

		  How do you know?                                                                                                                                          

		                                                                                                                                                

5. 	 What game are some other kids playing?                                                                         

		  How do you know?                                                                                                                                          

		                                                                                                                                                

6. 	 What do you think the narrator is going to do next? 

		                                                                                                                                                

		  Why do you think that?                                                                                                                                          
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Q: Should Paolo quit his soccer team?

First, READ Paolo’s letter.

Dear Dad,

I know you’ve got lots to do with your army unit, but I’m hoping you can help 
me out anyway. See, I’m thinking of quitting the soccer team, and I want to 
know your opinion. Don’t freak out!

It’s just that my homework this year is crazy, and I need more time to get it 
done. Plus, since I’m the man of the house while you’re gone, I’ve got a few 
extra chores.

On the other hand, I’ve put in two years on the team, and the coach says I’ll 
make captain pretty soon. And, of course, I still LOVE soccer! It’s way better than 
any other sport on Earth.

I’m a really good player (or so they tell me). But maybe I could try something 
new? I’ve been thinking about photography, actually. My soccer buds are great. 
We will be friends to the end, but it would be cool to meet some new kids.

What do you think, Dad?

Can’t wait for you to come home! 

Paolo

So? What do YOU think? Should Paolo quit the team?

FILL IN your argument and SUPPORT it with facts from Paolo’s letter.

ARGUMENT

	                                                                                                                                                

	                                                                                                                                                

	                                                                                                                                                

FACTS

Quit soccer

	1.	                                                                                                                                               

	2.	                                                                                                                                               

	3.	                                                                                                                                               

	4.	                                                                                                                                               

	5.	                                                                                                                                               

Stay on team

	1.	                                                                                                                                               

	2.	                                                                                                                                               

	3.	                                                                                                                                               

	4.	                                                                                                                                               

	5.	                                                                                                                                               


